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Medical Transition 
Medical Education: The ob- 


structionists within the American 
Medical Association who have 
been fighting all medical reform 
measures in America as “social- 
istic” or “communistic” have been 
struck a stinging blow by the re- 
cent revelation of facts concerning 
medical education in America. 
The N. Y. Times reported that in 
1905 there were 160 medical 
schools in America with an enroll- 
ment of 26,147, graduating a class 
of 5,606. In 1949 there were only 
79 American medical schools with 
a student body of 23,670, gradu- 
ating 5,094 students. In other 
words, with our population doubled 
since 1905 there are only half as 
many medical schools as 45 years 
ago with 3,000 less students in 
them preparing for medical careers 
and 500 fewer students graduating 
into medical service! In 1949 about 
25,000 students applied for admis- 
sion to medical schools, but only 
6,387 were accepted; 12,900 stu- 


dents sought to enter dental 
schools, but only 2,794 found 
places. The doctors reply to these 


figures by pointing out that a 
medical education is a far more 
complex and time-consuming pro- 
gram today than it was 45 years 
ago. True enough, but so is all 
education, — it takes longer to 
study law, engineering, architect- 
ure, business administration, ete., 
than it used to. But the sup- 
ply has generally kept up with the 
demand in other professional fields 
— except in medicine where the 
element of human need is even 
more urgent. This startling gap 
in the supply of doctors, placed 
over against the fact that the 
population has more than doubled 
and that the standards of medical 
care have been raised along with the 
standard of living, reveals beyond 
argument the drastic need for a 
reformation of medical practice in 
this country to meet an ever grow- 
ing population. The AMA policy 


has been one of free enterprise, 
(continued first col., THIRD page) 





X-Ray and Foreeast 


({ 2tTNG AT THE TRUTH: There have been few times when the 
average American has been more misled or had more dust thrown 
in his eyes than the present. For instance, in view of all the headlines 
about communism in Washington, consider the report of S. W. Richard- 
son, chief of the Federal loyalty program operating through FBI activi- 
ties, and consider how his report was suppressed and ignored over the 
country. 

MR. RICHARDSON IS A REPUBLICAN which makes his 
words even weightier. He pointedly stated that after three years of in- 
vestigations, covering over 10,000 specific cases involving over 3 million 
files, not a single case of espionage has been found anywhere in the Fed- 
eral Government. The Loyalty Board chief especially included the State 
Dept. in the screening reports — in the face of the wild statements that 
57 Communists have been or were operating in the department. There 
were many misfits, some unfitted for their tasks and others who for vari- 
ous reasons resigned when the FBI began its loyalty screening, — but 
the three years’ work has not netted a single spy. The FBI is quick to 
add that none got away. Only a few newspapers carried brief items on 
this report. (See N. Y. Times, April 6, for most complete coverage). 

MILLIONS OF LITTLE PEOPLE have been worried sick over 
the threat of war, over the struggle with Russia, — kept whipped up over 
the inroads of “Communists in our Government.” Don’t they deserve 
good news once in a while, especially when it’s true, — especially when 
so much of the “news” about communism they have been getting is twist- 
ed or false. The facts are that for one actual Communist uncovered any 
place there have been scores of worthy citizens discredited and irreparably 
harmed by irresponsible accusations and smears simply because they 
were “liberals” and urged social changes. The slogan behind the scenes 
has not been to drive out the Communists so much as to “destroy all 
who threaten the economic status quo.” Any man who advocates social 
change is a “left-winger — get him!” 

The only way to prevent communism is to change the “status quo,” 
but it must be done from within, — through men’s thoughts and atti- 
tudes. That’s why the Christian way is the only way that will do it 
constructively, effectively and permanently. If we fail at this, all the 
tons of paper and ink, hours of radio broadcasting and speeches in Wash- 
ington won't save us from communism’s threat. 


IDDEN MOTIVE: Here’s what’s behind the attacks against the 
State Dept. and such figures as Secretary of State Acheson, Dr. 
Phillip Jessup, Owen Lattimore, etc. It’s more than politics, No doubt 
the State Dept. needed some cleaning out and no doubt there have been 
Communists in the department as there have been in many other places, — 
Marxists who have been and should be ferreted out. But the FBI has been 
fulfilling that assignment with skill and efficiency as every unprejudiced 
examination has shown. 

What’s up now goes far deeper — it is an effort to discredit and 
destroy the political effectiveness of any one who might interfere or threat- 
en a new drive that is on (which we reported and forecast in our issue of 
Nov. 7, ’49) to bring America into a strong defensive position along 
the whole perimeter of western capitalism’s life-line of oil, tin, rubber, jute, 
shipping, etc., which stretches throughout the Near East aad Asia. This is 


the decisive fact not being clearly reported today. Any study of the history 


of American foreign relations — and those of any other western nation 
(continued on NEXT page) 


Human Relations 

A new document on labor-in- 
dustrial relations, issued by seven 
leading industrialists of America, 
provides an enlightened and com- 
manding viewpoint, — a refresh- 
ing contrast to the short-sighted 
obstructionist viewpoint of many 
other business leaders. 

This document, “Human Rela- 
tions in Modern Business,” put out 
in booklet form by the Prentice- 
Hall publishing firm, presents as 
its leading theme the demand that 
employers recognize the human 
rights of their workers in terms of 
an upward trend in wages, offering 
a suitable standard of living and 
the greatest possible security with 
opportunities for participation in 
management’s plannings — all of 
which is necessary if business 
wants the loyalty and cooperation 
of its millions of employees. Es- 
pecially emphasized is the fact that 
industry must recognize the place 
of the labor union as the only 
medium through which the work- 
er can express his wish in such a 
way as to command the attention 
and cooperation of management. 
The document recognizes that be- 
fore the days of labor unions the 
worker was helpless to enforce his 
demands for a fair and just share 
of industry’s production. An hon- 
est acceptance of the union is a 
primary need in industrial rela- 
tions, according to the signers of 
the document, headed by Robert 
W. Johnson, noted manufacturer 
of surgical dressings. 

“If the union feels it is not en- 
gaged in a continual struggle for 
survival, it is more likely to work 
with the employer than against 
him,” states the document. In 
other words, if management keeps 
the union fighting for survival, lit- 
tle cooperation can be honestly ex- 
pected, but if the union organiza- 
tion is accepted as a legitimate, 
normal and natural structure of 
labor relations and its existence is 
not continually threatened by in- 
dustrial “squeeze plays”, then a 

(continued first col., NEXT pagey 








luman Relations 


condition of eneiiens can be de- 


veloped which secures employees’ 


stability and hence greater produc- 
tion and profits for management, 
is the thesis of this out- 

ling document. With such im- 
proved In . relations the work- 
er “has a real feeling of belong- 
ing” and his s morale rises, the docu- 
ment declares. This means “lower 


turnover of labor, higher produc- 
tion, increased efficiency and a host 
report points 
large industrial 


of other gains.”” The 


out the fact that 


plants provide little opportunity 
for the bosses to maintain personal 
contacts th employees, thus the 
union offers a better means of com- 
miu { than an employer could 
establish by his own resources. 
The practice of condemning as 
“socialistic” all plans to give the 


worker a greater voice in manage- 
ment is soundly denounced by the 


document. Intelligence demands 
that “in practice we should wel- 
come every effort to enlist em- 


ployee interest. to provide for real 
consultation and to transform such 
° . 1] r 4 ”? 
lnterest to all-out cooperation. 
A ] I endorsement is given to 


f plans as being 
good bu < The report labels 
as short-siglit | the attitude of 
m loves ho fight pensions 

nd security plans for their work- 
ers, ic eave their entire labor 
marke ible nd with low 
mM ile 

| 3 rt es the fact that 
Christian lig 1 business is 
mi | ‘ ecoming “good 





Letter from London: The fi- 
ial } eof a New York 


news- 

paner nt] published a letter 

hi revealed the eondition with- 

| sm which has 

forced Socialist reforms in many 

nt rie 8 n@gland, Nor- 

iv, et \s our readers have 
noticed, Paul Hoffman, head of th 

Rurope Relief Administration, 

ha { ently demanded — that 


e effected in the 


European economic structure, so 
\! ] , iv ere 

7 enn sail wal 

( ( ( 1} tern to its 
former production for the rich, 
leaving \ breeding economie dis- 
tress amor the masses Top gov- 
ernment ar ] business eireles have 


planned to send to England, for 


sta 1 group of American 
busi SS EX tive sell British 
big business leaders on = idea 
of a more open, free enterprise 


giant ¢ anil i rroups that 


control most of the trade in Eng- 
land and European nations. 

Tl letter published was from 
an American business man in 
London, who had had many years 
of experience dealing with British 
and European industrial groups. 

(ronti eA third en? TITTS page) 


X-Ray and Foreeast (comined) 


for that 


matter — quiekly reveals the primary place these investment 
interests have always had in our diplomacy in war and penee. See, 
for instance . the report * Mone i id War page b. eol. 3, this issue. 


GOP, as 


ly with these 


informed Repubhean 
interests. We do 


most generous Christian laymen 


Some top controls in the every 


knows and many regret, are tied close 


not say this accusingly. Some of the 


in America are to be found in the big financial houses associated with 


the oil, rubber, tin, shipping monopolies, along with some of the most 
embittered, selfish and blind arch-reactionaries 
It must also be recognized that these resources — as things now 


— are key parts pe our capitalistic structure and of strategic im- 
But even that does not 
prevent the political gymnastics related to this problem from seriously 


stand 
portance to our defense system in case of war. 


weakening the moral and even political leadership of America before the 
eyes of a billion people of color. 





HERE IS THE HISTORIC AL PATTERN that must be 
kept in mind to understand what's happenit The white man came into 
these areas long ago and with fore: of arms yee the inhabitants and 
developed the resources for the benefit of western industrialism. While 
the white domination brought many acetals blessings to the inhabi- 
tants, er record is plain that the resources were drained off for the 
benefit of the West. But as the ciliata: systems, lnteedec “ by other 

ite men (missionari erented more enlightened generations of 
native youth, resentment against the white man’s Pe and ex- 
ploitation grew apace. At the turn of the century and after World War 
I, nationalism in China, India and elsewhere arose in a ground swell 
hich the white empires could net long effectively resist. But, blind to 


rs did resist, often ruthlessly. This gave 


the Communists of Moscow, with their doctrines of world wide revolution, 


inevitable change. the white pow: 


their chance. ‘They rushed into scores of countries presumably to aid the 
nationalists (Borodin, n in China, ete). Their aim was to 
pretend to aid nationalism while they sowed seeds of communism. 


Galen, Bukari 


But there were some white men who saw the inevitable trend and 
tried to persuade the white powers to reverse their policy of opposing 
all change and urged cooperation with native nationalist leaders as an anti- 
dote for communistic trends. But the empire leaders would yield no ground. 
The whirlwinds of change following World War II have been the result 
of this blind, arrogant policy. The race equality doctrines of the Com- 
munists also had a mighty influence through all of this. 


The few enlightened white men who urged the West to transform its 
policy from exploitation to cooperation with Asian nationalist aspirations 
also endeavored to make western leaders see why communism had such a 
growing appeal to Asiatics and why native revolutionary leaders were 
toying with Communist ideologies while they pushed for nationalist in- 
dependence for their peoples. By understanding Asiatic leaders, by under- 
standing why communism appealed to them, we might win them to pro- 
gressive democratic policies. 

But 
commercial interests remained 
the violent events of 


ignored. Western 
saddle until thrown by 


such white voices were over-ridden or 
adamant in the 


recent months. 


The men who wrote and uttered these pleas to understand Asia and 
communism’s appeal and presented such analyses of the inevitable place 
communism was having in the struggle of Asia toward independence are 
such men as Owen Lattimore, Dr. Phillip Jessup, John S. Service and others. 
What they wrote and said that exposed white reactionary blindness in Asia 
and explained why communism made its strong sympathetic appeal to the 
people of Asia is now being used in twisted and misinterpreted forms against 
them to prove they had “Communist sympathies.” 


and 
cooperated in this 
the real issues Involved. 


The press radio with several a exceptions have 
American publie blind to 
Any American citizen can go to the reference 
room of any city library and look up articles, books and statements by these 
men and see for himself how their viewpoints have been twisted and 
misrepresented. 


campaign of keeping the 


made to maintain 
and movements even when 


ialists in ee Far Kast 


contacts with important oriental leadership 


The efforts these spe 


such turned towards communism as sources of information and con- 
tinued understanding — is now being twisted to prove them “guilty by 
IF ANY OF THESE MEN SHOULD BE PROVED TO BE UN- 
REPENTENT MEMBERS OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY, THAT WOULD BE 
ANOTHER MATTER AND SHOULD BE DEALT WITH ACCORDINGLY. 
BUT THAT WOULD NOT CHANGE FACTS OR SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS 


(continued on NEXT page) 


sso rron, 


Human Relations 


(continued) 

It says: “I wonder if your small 
group (the American business men 
planning to visit Britain and 
with the aim of creating 
hetter relations — Ed.) 
fully realize that you are bringing 
over a doctrine which is as radical 
as anything the so-called Commu- 
have ever worked on over 
here and is apt to be met with as 
bitter resistance, too? Do 
you fully realize that the boys who 
pull the strings in this economy 
work in an old-world maze of 
capitalism, which puts 
their power far above the reach of 
political parties and the struggles 
between the Socialists and Conser- 
vatives, ete? Do you realize that 
not one of these economic strong 
men (in Britain and Europe—Ed.) 
ever pay one penny of capital gain 
for example, and that any 
‘American’ intrusion would 
he labeled communistie by all the 
business press over here? 


Bure ype 
business 


nists 


much 


monopoly 


taxes, 


such 


“Do you realize that you will be 
given the traditional treatment, — 
with Dukes and Lords and Earls 
seated at the table 
of Royalty and great graciousness 
to keep you preoccupied until you 
whisked out of the country 
as possible? Do you 
realize that the men who pull the 
strings over here do not want your 
message? They want to sell you 





can be 
as quickly 


Ss 


lective sales management,’ 
Qo the slogan for monopoly 
controls, — cartels, 


ona 
which 
industry-wide 
restricted trade, non- 
territory and product 


price fixing, 
competing 


allocations, ete. They don’t have 
sales executives over here and don’t 
want them. They have men who 


and main- 
with the 
same line 


‘repre-e it? the 
tain 


company 
gracious relations 
businesses in the 
of activity, ete. 


other 


“Unless group hits this 
thing with a full public relations 
program aimed principally at the 
Enelish people, the working man, 
the labor unions, the Labor Gov- 
ernment, the man-in-the-pub, with 
your slogans of ‘greater living con- 
ditions for all’? to the point that 
their Government will break 
up the tels and monopolies, you 
vour time.” 


your 


own 


all may be wasting 

Between The Lines has frequent- 
ly reported that the conditions of 
European capitalism demand mod- 
erate Socialist reforms as the only 


alternative to communism. The 
Socialist parties of Europe are 
trying to work out the changes 


in the European economic strue- 
ture that are considered now pro- 
ressive good business in America 
by the average enlightened indus- 


This letter 
business 


trialist. from an 
\meriean who has 
loner been deeply imbedded in the 
European system, eloquently illus- 
trates what BTL has long reported. 


man, 


Medical Transition 
medical 
practitioners rather than one of 
scientific vision and human ser- 
vice, — with the AMA spending 
over $1,522,000 in Washington last 
vear as a slush fund for lobbying 
agaiust all legislative medical re- 
form measures. 

A blending of all these conflict- 
ing interests must become the ul- 
timate objective of all medical ser- 
vice or compulsory medical reform 
will be inevitable. Meanwhile the 
urgeney is forcing stop-gap meas- 
ures such as the Federal Govern- 
ment’s first step toward legislation 
to subsidize the medical educations 
of young people who wish to enter 
the medical profession. For the 
cost of medical education has be- 
come so great that, as a rule, only 
the sons of the well-to-do ean now 
enter it. 

Margin for Error: The Ameri- 
ean doctor is entitled to respect 
and for his humanitarian 
service in this highly skilled and 
honored profession. 


assuring high income to 


honor 


However, a 
much needed service has been rend- 
ered to the American public in the 
last few months by the Woman’s 
Home Companion for its survey of 
the shattering facts behind the 
viewpoint eultivated by the AMA 
publicists that the doctor always 
knows best and that the American 
inedical scientists are always right. 
For the magazine investigation 
revealed that a high percentage 
of surgical operations performed in 
America were judged unnecessary, 
having been frequently performed 
for monetary reasons rather than 
health necessity. While most doc- 
tors abhor any such tendency in 
their profession, it is admittedly 
true that the practice of perform- 
ing unnecessary operations has 
been widespread when the financial 
condition of the patient and the 
financial needs of the doctor made 


the operation “desirable.” The 
Woman’s Tlome Companion also 
some months ago revealed how 
thousands of young doctors are 


being barred from opportunity to 
serve in hospital surgery through 
the monopoly of a few of the old 
hands in the surgical profession, 
who are hogging the lucrative fees 
through their monopoly of the use 
of the operating room. Again the 
Woman’s Home Companion has 
struck out effectively by revealing 
in its recent March issne the high 
percentage of errors made in labor- 
atory medieal examinations. Under 
the title, “Menace in the Medical 
Labs,” the WHC revealed how 
specimens of sputum, blood, urine 
or tissue submitted for examina- 
tion are often wrongly diagnosed, 
the erroneous reports sent to the 
doctor. From 2 to 3 million illness- 
es are wrongly diagnosed every 


year, according to the Woman’s 
(continued third col., THIS page) 


THE STRONGEST DEFENSE 


















































There is just one assured way to stop war. It is to remove 
the poverty, despair, injustice and hatred that promotes the 
growth of communism. Where men live justly, share equitably 
and love their neighbors, communism doesn’t have a chance. The 
teachings of Christ have provided men the one universal method 
of achieving justice, hope and brotherhood... If Christians had 
lived up to their faith we would have had nothing to fear from 
communism. The whole curse of communism throughout the 
world has come through moral and spiritual breakdown and the 
failure of Christians to live up to the teachings of Christ. We are 
spending billions for armaments that cannot really defend us 
against Marxism — and only pennies for the forces that can really 
protect us. Our physical defenses will mean nothing unless we 
devote more of our resources to building those barriers that 
cannot be penetrated. 





X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


HISTORICAL PATTERN — ALTHOUGH EFFORTS WOULD BE MADE FOR 
IT TO APPEAR SO. 

The relationship of the Far East experts to the regime of Chiang 
Kai Shek is another important angle. By 1947 these men saw that 
Chiang was losing all support of the Chinese people and that further 
American aid would be wasted —- or worse, go to the Reds as much of 
our aid did. (BTL, May 23, °49). They warned our officials of this 
fact and tried to persuade the U. S. to do what Britain was doing — keep 
friendly relations with both Chinese Communists and non-Communists so 
that all would not be lost to Russia. But since Chiang had become a prop 
of all commercial interests in China, to desert him or prevent all-out aid 
to his corrupt disintegrating regime was the unpardonable sin as far asi 
American arch-reactionaries were concerned. For this unpardonable 
sin, the Far East experts must all be condemned, smeared and thoroughly 
discredited so they can no longer influence American policy. 


But still more important is the big drive on behind the scenes 
now to get the U. S. committed to holding the line with guns and men 
in Indo-China (where the French are in the same faltering painful po- 
sition as the British were in Greece); in Malaya, Indonesia, all across 
the eastern world wherever western financial holdings are being threat- 
ened. Moreover, the support of some of the weightiest elements in Ameri- 
ea’s economie and political life goes to any politician, writer, educator, 
clergyman who will take up the cudgels to discredit those who have chal- 
lenged the morality or wisdom of the U. 8. position in the past on these 
issues, or who might threaten the efforts now being made to draw U. S. 
money and manpower into line between the Communist expansion and 
our Asiatic sources of raw materials which have been slipping out of our 
grasp for several years. That’s why ambitious politicians find in the 
situation a tempting plot for personal promotion. 

(continued on NEXT page) 


Medical Transition 
(continued) 

Home Companion. This means ex- 
pensive medical treatment that is 
unnecessary or else death coming 
from some other eause that had not 
been correctly diagnosed. It is not 
the purpose of these articles in the 
Woman’s Home Companion to 
break down the public confidence 
in doctors, hospitals or laboratories, 
but to inform the publie of the 
fact that greed, selfishness, blind- 
and are just as 
much a curse in the medical profes- 
sion as in any other field of hu- 
man activity. The need for re- 
form is there and will have to come 
either through intelligent volun- 
tary action or inevitable compul- 
sory “socialistic”? movements. If 
you want further details on any of 
this material, go to your public li- 
brary reference room and ask for 
the copies of the Woman’s Home 
Companion these 


ness ignorance 


with articles. 
Most libraries will have copies of 
this magazine on file. 

Report from Britain: Three of 
America’s top medical school deans 
returned in February from a 2- 
months’ study of medical practice 
in England. under the Labor Goy- 
ernment’s controversial National 
Health Service. Their report to 
the American Medical Association 
was apparently of such a nature 
that the AMA has decided to soft- 
pedal the findings for, with few ex- 
ceptions, the report has been kept 
pretty quiet. Dr. L. R. Chandler, 
dean of Stanford University 
School of Medicine; Dr. Harold S. 
Diehl, dean of medical sciences at 
the University of Minnesota; Dr. 
Stanley Dorst, dean of the Univer- 
sity of Cincinnati, were agreed in 
reporting that “the English system 
had to be devised for England and 
there is no one there, from mem- 
bers of the Government down to 
doctors and patients, who wishes to 
revoke the program. There are 
many who want the system amend- 
ed, but nothing is contemplated by 
any political group that would re- 
sult in its liquidation.”” Dr. Chand- 
ler, chief spokesman for the group, 
stated that “Great Britain’s program 
of socialized medicine is a measure 
of desperation necessary at this 
time for England’s survival, conse- 
quently, absolutely unnecessary in 
more fortunate countries .. . 


“With the end of World War ITI 
only the State controlled the mon- 
ey necessary to maintain and oper- 
ate the hospit.'s of Britain, to fi- 
nance medica!’ =chools and to pro- 
vide medicai care for approximate- 
ly two thirc of the people,” the 
deans said. Dean Chandler be- 
that any examination of the 
English system reveals that public 
health has become such a para- 
mount 


lieves 


need in such _ war-ridden 

countries that nothing this side of 

nationalized health services would 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 





Medical Transition 
ied) 
meet the emergency. But, by the 
same token, he believes that with 
America’s more abundant oppor- 
tunities we can work out a vastly 
superior system upon a voluntary 
The AMA policy of keeping 
the people in the dark on the 
nature of the British health pro- 
1 — and the full cooperation 
of large business interests, press 
and radio in continuing to deceive 
the American people concerning 
these facts — are likely to bring 
some more radical change to 
America than a_ better-informed 
public would desire. But no grow- 
ing, erowded industrial democracy 
ean long keep healthy with hap- 
hazard, inadequate medical prepar- 
ition and eare. 

Drug Racket: In our issue of 
Dee. 5, 749) we published the first 
findings of research medical men 
on the dangers of the widely sold 
histamine cold cures, which 
were being widely publicized and 
pushed over the counters of the 
drug stores of America to reap a 

rvest of profit. for patent medi- 

and drug manufacturers be- 

‘ore adequate safeguards and tests 
id been established as to the real 
‘ue of the drugs. The Federal 
le Commission of the U. S. 
‘overnment is now charging that 
» of these products are not cures 
ymmon eold and may like- 

for public use. The 


(cont 


basis. 


antl 


be unsafe 


ETC 


in a formal complaint against 
the Bristol-Myers Co. and Anahist 
Ine., both giant drug manu- 
charges them with “false 

in the sale of “Resi- 


* ” 
rytisinge 


and “Anahist.” Both com- 
panies have reaped millions in pro- 
fits from their hasty and unscrupu- 
lous advertising. The Federal ex- 
aminers state that “the products 
are neither cures, preventatives nor 
adequate or competent treatments 
common cold or its mani- 
festations.”” However, in attacking 
the advertisements of the corpora- 
he FTC did not rule out 
proposition “that the drugs 
help in giving relief from 
ical effects of cold infection.” 
They might help in giving simula- 
tions of relief, but offer no cure 
or prevention of the inroads of 
the cold germ. The FTC also said: 
“Contrary to the claims of the re- 
spondents, both Resitab and Ana- 
hist taken as directed may be un- 
fe and produce injury or harm to 


for the 


” 
the user. 


CHANGING YOUR AD- 
DRESS? Due to a new ruling, 
the post office no longer notifies 
f change of address. In- 
the paper is returned to 
cost of 2 cents each. 
Vhen moving, PLEASE let us 

yw in adv: sO that : 
issue of BETWEEN THE 


LINES will reach you. Thanks. 





stead, 


is at a 


mee, every 











X-Ray and Foreeasi (continued ) 
R“« J CLIMAX: This country is moving from a period of education 


and agitation into a period of decision on the race question. All of 
us will be affected by the coming changes. 

The rights of a trained, qualified and responsible Negro to get a 
job without discrimination in pay and opportunity is going to be increas- 
ingly enforced — with or without FEPC laws. Blocking FEPC laws will 
no more stop these changes than barricades in a street will stop a flood 
when water is already pouring up through your basement. The attitude 
that ALL Negroes are only fit for menial tasks is very badly 
battered. Whether we personally want to concede it or not, that con- 
cept went out with grandma’s high button Due to the fine 
achievements of Negro education, thousands of young Negroes are now 
qualified for skilled craftsmanship and professional services. While 
there are large portions of the race still illiterate and irresponsible, — 
just as among whites, — the growing number who ARE trained and 
responsible is creating such political, social and economie pressure that 
the issue demands clarification and settlement. 

IT IS IRONIC that part of the barrier against Negro rights is main- 
tained by the labor unions themselves, —- unions such as the railroad 


geting 


shoes. 


brotherhoods, construction crafts, etc., who are always making a big issue 
of the democratic rights of the American worker with one hand, while they 
hold the Negro under the economic water line with the other hand. 
However, the source of greatest pressure FOR equal rights has 
come from the CIO unions, for the CIO forced Negro rights to the fore- 
ground after the old line AFL unions had held rigidly to jimerowism. 
The CIO is the main force behind the drive for opening the door in 
the South for the Negro voter, — with their local Political Action Com- 
mittees doing the hard foot work in thousands of southern communities 
to drive a widening wedge into the old time “white only” election prac- 
tices. It is significant to note that where white Christian leadership in 
local communities has sensed inevitable change and has taken the lead 
in cooperating with Negro Christian leadership, the transition has come 
peacefully, constructively, Negroes going to the polls with quiet dignity. 
Where white resistance has been strong, the CIO has thrown in its “ice 
breakers,” their toughest organizers — and plenty of trouble has ensued. 
The U. S. Supreme Court is step by step taking action that means 
the end of all legality for racial discrimination. Already decisions have been 
rendered, making it unconstitutional to discriminate in housing on racial 
or religious grounds; pending on the rights” of 
Negroes to eat in publie dining places without segregation; the right 
for Negroes to hold jobs on railroads and to work on the same levels of 
opportunity as white men. (Cases now pending have to do with the 
efforts of railroad unions to kick the Negro firemen out of the diesel 
engine cabs. As long as the firing of a locomotive was hard, backbreak- 
ing, dirty work the Negro could be a fireman, but with the advent of 
the diesel and new gadget firing, white workers have tried to boot 
the qualified Negro fireman out of the cabs, — although some Negro 
firemen could pass engineer examinations and qualify with higher ratings 
than some white engineers). 


decisions are 
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Cases are also pending on the rights of 
Negro students to attend university classes without segregation; on the 
rights of Negroes to ride in trains and buses without segregation. Other 
eases are being drawn up that involve specifically fair employment 
practices. 

AS NATIONAL ELECTION TIME again draws near, the ad- 
ministration intends to push these cases all down the line. This ean be 
classified as “playing politics with the race question,” — but the results 
will be the same. A big fight will be put up by top northern reactionary 
interests closely linked to southern Dixiecrats and southern industrial 
exploitation where the low wages paid to the disfranchised Negro work- 
er is an important item in the profit structure. Many progressive and 
liberal Republicans are straining to offset this by pulling the party back in 
line with its great Lincoln race traditions. 

The worldwide out-pouring of Communist doctrines of absolute 
race equality have had a mounting influence on America. The Roman 
Catholic church met this challenge by officially ending all segregation in 
Roman Catholic churches and institutions. Negro worshipers are welcome 
in all Catholic churches in South and North alike. Necro worshipers may 
often be seen sitting quietly and reverently in Catholie churehes in At- 
lanta, Birmingham, New Orleans, 
cathedrals, for while they have their own Catholie churches. 


— and elsewhere — especially in the 

Negroes 
are urged to visit the cathedrals where they may receive the ministra- 
tions of “their bishops.” 

Protestantism, especially in the South, has met this situation by 
either ignoring the facts, suppressing the facts from their own members 
(to the delight of the Roman Catholic leaders), or otherwise dragging in 
the rear of this epochal transition where Christian leadership is so greatly 


needed. 


Money and War 


Inside 
the big 


ago by 


Formosa: Remember 
made some weeks 
certain congressmen de- 
manding that Uncle Sam rush 
arms and munitions to support the 
forces of Chiang Kai-Chek in for- 
tifying and holding Formosa? 
The voices of reaction in Congress 
presented demand as a 
patriotic duty by the American 
Government. Newsmen with con- 
Asia reveal that 
American banks have 20 million 
dollars invested in electrie power 
developments in Formosa. Back 
in 1931 the Japanese floated a bond 
issue to develop light and power 
on the then Japanese-controlled 
island of Formosa. Wall St. 
banks, J. P. Morgan & Co., Kuhn 
Loeh & Co., the National City 
Bank and First National Bank of 
\. Y., handled the loan. Senator 
Humphrey presented these facts 
before Congress Jan. 26 (from 
Congressional Reeord, Page 987-8) 
with these words “As long as the 
island remains in Nationalist Chi- 
nese hands the American bankers 
have a chance of being paid off... 
should the island fall into Chinese 
Communist hands, however, there 
is no assurance whatever that the 
bonds will he worth more than the 

More of the old pattern, 
so conspicuous in the history of 
modern war, that reveals how boys 
and guns are considered expend- 
I where American investment 
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paper. 


able 


ei 
dollars are concerned. 





Better Movies: A 12-year old 
anti-trust suit recently won by the 
Department of Justice against the 
Warner Brothers, 20th Century 
Fox and other movie monopolies 
will now give the movie-goer a 
real break. In the past with the 
moving picture producers in con- 
trol of a sufficient number of movie 
houses to maintain a monopoly on 
the market, loeal exhibitors have 
been foreed to accept “bloe book- 
ing,” which meant that they had no 
choice in the pictures sent to them 
and were continuously compelled to 
accept cheap, second-rate movies to 
get or better film. 
Prices were also fixed compulsory 
hy the producer-exhibitor monopo- 
ly and were often far out of line 
with the character and value of the 
entertainment offered. The Dept. 
of Justice, in winning this suit, 
now forees the combine to break 
up into separate corporations giv- 
ing the exhibitors local autonomy 
and the right to select the films 
they present to their publie. 

Too had the Hollywood boys 
couldn’t have reformed themselves 
while they were still on the top 
of the pile. Now, with television 
tening the whole movie thea- 


one decent 


hives 
ter set-up, it may be a little late 
to win back publie confidence. 





